Pathobiology of hepatitis delta virus.
Early observations in humans and infectivity studies in the chimpanzee suggested a direct cytotoxic effect as the major pathogenetic factor in delta hepatitis. Data acquired in liver transplant patients, as well as additional experimental and clinical evidence, have modified this view and indicate instead that liver damage depends on several factors. To explain the array of different clinical presentations, the replication strategy of hepatitis delta virus, the helper function and genetic heterogeneity of the co-infecting Hepadnavirus, and the response of the host immune system should all be taken into consideration.